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Marshal’s Minute-Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson

Happy New Year! | am excited to lead the agency into a
new year and look forward to working with all our
partners and continue to foster and strengthen our
relationships leading to a safer and better lllinois
together.

January is Firefighter Cancer Awareness Month and sadly
we are losing too many of our brothers and sisters to
these awful diseases. According to research, firefighters
have a 9% greater chance of being diagnosed with cancer
and a 14% greater chance of dying from cancer than the
general population. In 2019, OSFM, IFSI, and MABAS-Illinois partnered in the creation of the
State of lllinois Preliminary Exposure Reduction Training project. This joint venture was
developed to deliver critical firefighter health and life safety research, education, training and
basic equipment to fire departments across the state. The intent of the project is to provide
departments with free basic equipment that can be used for preliminary exposure reduction
(gross decontamination or decon) of personnel on incident response scenes, as well as training
on how to use those tools. The recommended decon equipment includes common household
items that are easily obtainable and fit into a space the size of a standard 5-gallon bucket. If
your department hasn’t completed this training yet, there are still buckets available. Don’t wait,
visit https://fsi.illinois.edu/decon/. A combination of proper protective equipment,
decontamination at the scene, and early detection of cancer through routine screening leads to
earlier treatment, and better disease outcomes, including improved survival and reduced
morbidity.

Community Risk Reduction (CRR) week kicks off on Martin Luther King Day, a National Day of
Service, which is Monday, January 16, 2023. It runs through Sunday, January 22. CRR is a data-
driven process to identify and prioritize local risks, followed by the integrated and strategic
investment of resources (emergency response and prevention) to reduce their occurrence and
impact. The goal of CRR is to build healthy, safe and resilient communities. The goal is to reduce
the occurrence and impact of emergency events for both members of the community and
emergency responders.

The OSFM helped establish the State of Illinois CRR Taskforce in 2020 and the taskforce is made
up of members from all 14 lllinois fire service organizations. The mission of the taskforce is to
promote the importance of Risk Reduction in lllinois by inspiring community ownership and
providing coordinated resources. They continue to do this through hosting an annual
conference and by working on the statewide risk assessment, which will help to identify risk
across the state that will help lead to mitigation steps to reduce those risks. Visit their website
at illinoiscrr.com or follow them on facebook.

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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Brian Renhberg Memorial

The OSFM remembers our fallen
brother Firefighter/Engineer Brian
Rehnberg. On Sunday, December 25™,
2022, Brian died in the line of duty. He
served with the North Park Fire
Department since 2008. Prior to being
on North Park, he served with the
Rockford Fire Department, Cherry
Valley Fire Protection District, and
Kirkland Fire Protection District.

He is survived by his wife Jennifer, son
Jacob, and many other family and
friends.

Governor JB Pritzker ordered all flags
to be flown at half-staff from Sunrise
Tuesday, January 3", 2023, till

sundown Tuesday, January 37, 2023,
in honor and remembrance of Brian.
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WHEREAS, all residents owe a debt of gratitude to the firefighters of Hlinois who selflessly risk their lives
to protect people and keep our famities and our property safe; and,

WHEREAS, every day, these men and women face great risks and ofien put their lives in danger to perform
their duties; and,

WHEREAS, on Sunday. December 25, 2022, 50-year-old North Park Fire Department Firefighter Brian
Rehnberg died in the line of duty; and,

WHEREAS, prior to joining the North Park Fire Department in 2008, Firefighter Rehnberg served with
ihe Rockford Fire Department, the Cherry Valley Fire Protection Disirict, and the Kirkland Fire Protection
District; and,

WHEREAS, a valiant and passionate public servant, his dedication to his community was unparalleled;
and,

WHEREAS, Fircfighter Rehnberg is survived by his wife of 16 years, Jennifer, and son, Jucob, as well as
many other family and friends;

THEREFORE, I, JB Pritzker, Governor of the State of Hlinois, do hereby order all persons or entities
governed by the linois Flag Display Act to lower flags to half-staff from sunrise Tuesday, January 3"
2023, 1ill sundown Tuesday, January 3, 2023, in horor and remembrance of Firefighter Brian Rehnberg,
whose service shall forever be an inspiration fo the people of HHinois.
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Employee Spotlight
Roberto LLopez

Agency Diversity
Offficer/Hispanic Liaisom

Where are you originally from? | grew up in Hoffman Estates, lllinois with one sister. My
parents grew up in a farm in Jalisco, Mexico and eventually migrated to the United States in the
80’s.

Hobbies? | am a big fan of travel and meditation. | have traveled to Spain, England, Canada,
Mexico, Australia, and France. | enjoy world travel because it has provided me the opportunity
to learn about other culture’s values. In addition, travel allows me to reflect on things that
really matter in life. During my time in Australia, | visited there for three weeks in four
different cities (Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney, Brisbane).

Another hobby of mine is meditation. | initiated meditation when covid was impacting
everyone in different ways. | am passionate about meditation because it’s a natural way of
controlling thoughts and knowing how to refrain your brain in a positive matter. One of my
favorite activities in the summer is to head to the lake front and meditate. | am always open for
others to join in!

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Top trending
songs with a good Spanish beat to dance too!

What'’s your favorite part of the job? | am excited to connect with our communities specifically
communities that lacked outreach and investments in the past. | am thrilled to be engaging
underserved communities and letting them know about our great agency.

What’s something unique about you? | cool fact about me is that | love to announce soccer
games in Spanish. Imagine turning your tv on and selecting the Spanish channel during a soccer

match. Feel free to ask for a sample in person.@

Where is your favorite place to vacation? | am a big Chicago person, but | do enjoy heading to
my parent’s farm in Jalisco, Mexico and fully disconnecting with social media. Also, cool fact is
that our farm used to be a tequila farm so there is no shortage of tequila there.

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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June’s Parade in Auburn

Acting lllinois State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson, Special Agent Bobby Joe Brown and Canine
Sasha took part in a special parade on Saturday, December 17 for a little girl in Auburn
named June. She bravely fought neuroblastoma, a rare form of cancer.

The people of Auburn, with the help of Make-a-Wish lllinois, organized a parade that
brought hundreds of people, vehicles, and organizations together to make June’s wish come
true. Sadly, June passed away on December 22",

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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Smoke Alarm Law Update

UPDATED ILLINOIS SMOKE ALARM LAW
- Effective January 1, 2023 -

In 2017, the lllinois Fire Safety Alliance worked with the ~ \
General Assembly to pass a law which will require lllinois O

residents to replace their old smoke alarms with the type

that has a long-term, 10-year sealed battery beginning i

January 1, 2023. This would apply to residents that are still \

using alarms with removable batteries or alarms that are \

not hardwired.

What is the Updated lllinois Smoke Alarm Law?
« Since 1988, all dwellings in lllinois have been required to have smoke alarms.

« In 2017, Public Act 100-0200 was passed to update the lllinois Smoke Detector Act
to reflect advances in alarm technology.

« Come January 1, 2023, any new smoke alarm being installed withing a single or
muti-family home are required to be featured with a 10-year sealed battery.

« Smoke alarms in single or multi-family homes prior to January 1, 2023 may remain
in place until they exceed 10 years from their manufactured date, fails to respond
to operability tests, or otherwise malfunctions.

Exemptions
« Homes built after 1988 that already have hardwired smoke alarms.

+ Homes with wireless integrated alarms that use low-power radio frequency
communications, Wi-Fi, or other Wireless Local Area Networking capability.

To view the lllinois law in its entirety, visit www.IFSA.org/smoke-alarm-law

sesenne
sEseese

—
/7T ol
% HASSLE-FREE NO LATE-NIGHT MORE SAVING

No more climbing up the LOW BATTERY No more costly battery

TMlinois Fire Safety Alliance ladder to change batieries. CHIRPS teplacements for the life of
{847) 390-0911 the alarm.
www.lFSA.org | ifsa@ifsa.org

” Bﬁi — BENEFIT OF 10-YEAR SEALED BATTERIES —
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Smoke Alarm Law Update

UPDATED ILLINOIS SMOKE ALARM LAW
- How to Support your Community -

Be Alarmed!

A fire safety education and smoke alarm installation
program administered cooperatively between the lllinois
Fire Safety Alliance (IFSA) and the Office of the State Fire
Marshal (OSFM). The program distributes fire safety
education materials and 10-year sealed battery smoke
alarms to fire departments in the state of lllinois. Fire
departments then deliver the education and install smoke
alarms in at-risk homes within their communities. The
educational materials and alarms are provided to fire
departments at no-cost.

Learn mcre about the program and request your smcke alarms by visiting
www.IFSA.org/alarms.

Updated Public Education Messaging

At Daylight Saving Time, eliminate the use of “Change Your Clocks, Change Your
Batteries” - there will be no more battery replacement! Begin using “Change Your
Clocks, Change Your Alarms,” or “Change Your Clocks, Check Your Alarms.” The
lllinois Fire Safety Alliance has recently created a Social Media Toolbox to help
support your educational efforts, whether they be in a newsletter, social media, or
elsewhere! Utilize these free resources and others at www.IFSA.org/resources.

Cuance Your Crock, i),
CHance Youn Atarms! | |

W= &
4

CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS,
CHANGE YOUR ALARMS!

Baplage with 10-Yaar Batery Smoke Alarms|

ﬁ Safety Alliance (IFSA), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, has been

bringing together persons and groups with a common interest in fire

” E‘ji About the lllinois Fire Safety Alliance: Since 1982, the lllinois Fire
ii safety, burn prevention, and public education, and to promote programs

and disseminate information related to fire safety and burn prevention.

The IFSA also hosts a variety of burn survivor support programs,

'Ili“°is(£;§§§gf"%ﬁ']ia“°e including Camp “I Am Me,” a unique week-long camp for children who
www.IFSA.org | ifsa@ifsaorg  have experienced severe burn injuries.

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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Be Alarmed Niles 1,000 Alarms

CONGRATULATIONS

NILES FIRE DEPARTMENT

Installs One Thousand 10-Year Battery
Smoke Alarms Within Community

The lllinois Fire Safety Alliance and Office of the lllinois State Fire Marshal recognizes and
congratulates, the Niles Fire Department, for their outstanding contributions to fire safety
education and the installation of 1,000 10-year battery smoke alarms, through active
participation in the Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm Installation Program.

In doing so, the Niles Fire Department has educated residents, young and old, on home fire
safety and prevention methods and will directly reduce the number of fire-related injuries
and deaths withing their community.

Impact

+ 1,000 10-year battery smoke alarms installed

+ 196 homes protected with new smoke alarms

+ 402 (254 high-risk) residents protected

+ $24,000 worth of life-saving equipment installed

Learn more about the Be Alarmed!
program at www.lFSA.orqg/alarms

www.iFSAorg
[847) 390-091 1

“Niles FD recently hit a milestone of over 1,000 free smoke alarms installed throughout the village. The public
interest has been positive. and requests continue to come in. Niles FD on-duty firefighters install the ten-year
sealed battery smoke alarms in residents’ homes, allowing opportunities to connect with our community.”
~ Chief Marty Feld

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ n
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Washington Be Alarmed Event

) -1 1 ok
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| WASHINGTON £
i D AN  FIRE DEPRRTMENT
i NG

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson
joined members from the Washington
Fire Department and the lllinois Fire
Safety Alliance to raise awareness

THE ILLINOIS FIRE SAFETY ALLIANCE AND
OFFICE OF THE ILLINO|S STATE FIRE MARSHAL

RECOGNIZES

WASHINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT about the importance of having

FOR OUTSTANDING CON'J"RIBUTIONS TO FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION H H H H
e o S SN working smoke alarms in residential

IN THE BE ALARMED! SMOKE ALARM INSTALLATION PROGRAM.

866 SMOKE ALARMS INSTALLED e homes. The also raised awareness
about the update to the smoke alarm
law that takes effect on January 1.

Washington is a member of the Be
Alarmed Program and was recognized
for installing 866 alarms, while also
providing lifesaving fire safety
information to residents in their
community.

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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O’Fallon Be Alarmed Event

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson
joined members from the O’Fallon Fire
Department and the lllinois Fire Safety
Alliance to raise awareness about the
importance of having working smoke
alarms in residential homes. The also
raised awareness about the update to
the smoke alarm law that takes effect on
January 1%,

O’Fallon is a member of the Be Alarmed
Program and was recognized for
installing 184 alarms, while also
providing lifesaving fire safety
information to residents in their
community.

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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Decatur Be Alarmed Event

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson
joined members from the Decatur Fire
Department and the lllinois Fire Safety
Alliance to raise awareness about the
importance of having working smoke
alarms in residential homes. The also
raised awareness about the update to
the smoke alarm law that takes effect on
January 1%,

Decatur is a member of the Be Alarmed
Program and was recognized for
installing 463 alarms, while also providing
lifesaving fire safety information to
residents in their community.

S|
WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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Keep The Wreath Red Campaign

ﬂ @lllinoisStateFireMarshal
" @ILFireMarshal

o

The OSFM'’s Keep the Wreath
Red Campaign, which raises
awareness about fire safety
= during the holiday season,

i e, :_:: wrapped up on January 2" This

G TATE FIRE MARSHAL year, we are sad to report that 7
people lost their lives in fire
related incidents across the state
from December 15t through
January 2. In brighter news,
this year’s deaths were much
lower with 16 occurring in 2021
and 17 in 2020. It’s simple,
working smoke alarms and fire
safety plans save lives!

We want to thank out friends
and partners at the lllinois Fire
Service Institute in Champaign
and the Chicago Fire
Department for hosting our
wreaths again this year. We also
displayed our wreaths outside of
our Springfield headquarters and
at our Chicago office.

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ [ 1
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Chicago Holiday Media Event

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson joined
leaders from the Chicago Fire Department on
December 9™ to raise awareness about the
importance of fire safety during the holiday
season. A demonstration was conducted
showing how quickly a fire can escalate if you
have a dry Christmas tree in your home.

Left to Right: Chicago Fire Commissioner
Annette Nance-Holt and Acting State Fire
Marshal Dale Simpson

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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Fire Service Women of Illinois

Fire Service Women
of lllinois

JANUARY 20, 2023
WINTER SYMPOSIUM

Maria DH Koeppel, PHD
Females, Fire, and Families: Understanding the
Role of Health and Wellness

Getting ready for Promotion, Assessment Center
tips and more
Round Table Discussion Led by Chief Kenny and
others on relevant topics to women in the fire
service. Additional Speakers TBA

WOME,
G ¥,

(1%

Agh

Scan. Pay. Go.

hitps://www.fswi.org

A

FIRE g
srou\‘\

tkenny@broadview-il.gov|
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IFSI Minute

AN UPDATE FROM THE ILLINOIS FIRE SERVICE INSTITUTE

Happy New Year from the IFSI Team! We hope our friends and family across the
state had a wonderful and restful holiday season. The IFSI Team returned frem an extended holiday
break on January 3 and are already back planning for another successful year.

R/\/ BASIC OPERATIONS FIREFIGHTER BLENDED {BOF) g
The first delivery of 2023 kicks off on January 14 at four training
locations across Illincis. IFSI will welcome nearly 200 BOF
OPERATIONS FIREFIGHTER candidates to training locations Streator, Cherry Valley, Sherman
BLENDED and Swansea for a formal orientation and course kickoff. These

candidates will complete a blended training program, balancing
instructor supported online learning and hands-on, weekend
practical sessions over 18-weeks. Upon successful completion,

e B RSl students will have a pathway to certification. We wish the BOF
Departments students well as they begin this intense training program.

Unique, flexible fraining leading fo certificafion.

For complete program details and online registration:
fsi.illinois.edu

FSLILLINOIS.EDU

T h
remains open! ‘

WINTER FIRE SCHOOL ﬁ

IFSI is excited to offer the 28" Annual Winter Fire ;
School, January 21-22 in Champaign. This elite w I “ I E “

training program will offer nine unique course !
options, to include hands-on, live fire, or

classroom training programs. Students can FIRE SEH““I.

register for up to 16 hours of training by
designing a schedule that meets their personal Jﬂmmlw 2]'22, 2"23

and professional needs. Choose your courses online — FSLILLINOIS.E

The training is elite and affordable. Attendees are also eligible for free hotel accommodations, thanks to the
support of the Office of the lllinois State Fire Marshal.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Mark your calendar for these 2023 special events:
99 Annual Fire College — June 2-4
IFA — Down and Dirty Firefighting Weekend — October 27-28
6'" Annual Veterans in the Fire Service Day — November 4-5

Remember to follow our regular training highlight updates on all the IFSI social media channels.

§) FSLILLINOIS.EDU
¢ ILLINOISFIRESERVICEINSTITUTE

© @lFsi

@ ILLINOISFIRESERVICEINSTITUTE

We are looking forward to a great year!

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/
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Home Heating Safety

-
Heating Fire Safety (]

Follow these heating tips to help maintain a fire-safe home this winter.

Space Heater

© Keep anything that can burn, such as bedding, clothing and curtains, at least 3 feet
( away from the heater.
Make sure the heater has an automatic shut-off, so if it tips over, it shuts off.
Turn heaters off when you go to bed or leave the room.
Plug portable heaters directly into outlets and never into an extension cord or
power strip.
Only use portable heaters from a recognized testing laboratory.

E)
e

—_—
O Q00O

Fireplace

© Keep a glass or metal screen in front of the fireplace to prevent embers or sparks

jumping out.
© Do not burn paper in your fireplace.
h © Putthe fire out before you go to sleep or leave your home.
]

© Putashes in a metal container with a lid, outside, at least 10 feet from your home.

Wood Stove
—_— © Make sure your woad stove is 3 feet from anything that can burn.
© Do not burn paper in your wood stove.
© Put the fire out before you go to sleep or leave your home.
] © Have your chimney inspected and cleaned each year by a professional.

For more
. information
Furnace Kerosene Heater and free .
© Have your furnace inspected © Only use kerosene heaters from a resources, visit
each year. recognized testing laboratory. USfa.fEma.gov.
© Keep anything that can burn © Make sure the heater has an automatic
away from the furnace. shut-off, so if it tips over, it shuts off.

© Refuel your cooled heater outside.

BT

SR
5 ) L/ (N
a8 Click here to EII'E is
. eryone's
Dt > add image. Fi;h?

FEMA Adr%%\s':tirrgtwon
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Home Heating Safety

) =
ALARN —
ashalr —

OPERATE

ABON MONOKXIDE
CARS aLanm

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible,

odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood,

coal, natural gas, propane, o0il, and methane) burn incompletely. In the

home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources

of carbon monoxide. HOME =z
LA

H@EZ\QQ ~
EQUIPMENT 2

Have fuel-burning heating
equipment and chimneys

®  CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside
each sleeping area and on every level of the home and in
other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or
standards. For the best protection, interconnect all CO alarms
throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.

®  Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and

mounting height.
Choose a CO alarm that is listed by a qualified testing laboratory.

Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to
find out what number to call if the CO alarm sounds.

Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.

inspected by a professional
every year before cold weather
sets in. When using a fireplace,
open the flue for adequate
ventilation. Never use your

®  Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according
to the manufacturer’s instructions. oven to heat your home.
¢ |f the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries.
If the battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call the fire FACTS
department.
® |f the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air @ A person can be poisoned
location outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure by a small amount of CO
everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from over a |onger period of
a fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel :
declare that it is safe to re-enter the home. time or by a large amount
. ; . of CO over a shorter
If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage :
immediately after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other amount of time.
fueled engine or motor mdoor; even if garage doqrs are @ In 2010, U.S. fire
open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not d t X ded t
covered with snow. Epenimisings [eseenielzt] ue
® During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, Eln estlm‘at?d 80'1_00 infelar=
furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow build-up. fire CO incidents in which
® A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location carbon monoxide was
outdoors away from windows, doors and vent openings. found, or an average of
L ]

nine calls per hour.

NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
NFP; The leading information and knowledge resource Your Logo
on fire, electrical and related hazards
www.nfpa.org/education ©@NFPA 2017
WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ |
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YFSIP Romeoville

Youth Firesetter Intervention Class

The Romeoville Fire Department is pleased to announce they will be hosting a Youth Firesetter
Intervention Program class for the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

Here is the training information:
Date & Time: Monday, March 13, 2023 & Tuesday, March 14, 2023

Monday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Tuesday: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm

Place: Romeoville Fire Department — Station 3
698 Birch Lane
Romeoville, IL 60446

This class is limited to 25 - 30 students.

There is a fee of $100 per student for this class. Please make the check payable to the Office of
the State Fire Marshal, and mail it to the Office, prior to the training date.

Office of the lllinois State Fire Marshal
Arson Division — YFSIP

1035 Stevenson Drive

Springfield, IL 62703

For further information, please feel free to call me at (217) 415-7206, or email me
Simony. Wevyforth@illinois.gov.

We are looking forward to seeing you in Romeoville!

Simony Weyforth
Youth Fire Setter Program Coordinator

_: Youth

B
Interventionist
Program

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ [k
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YFSIP Round Lake Beach

Youth Firesetter Intervention Class

The Round Lake Fire Protection District is pleased to announce they will be hosting a Youth Firesetter
Intervention Program class for the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

Here is the training information:
Date & Time: Monday, May 8, 2023 & Tuesday, May 9, 2023

Monday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Tuesday: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm

Place: Village of Round Lake Beach Cultural & Civic Center
2007 N. Civic Center Way
Round Lake Beach, IL 60073

This class is limited to 25 - 30 students due to the COVID-19 distancing safety measures.

There is a fee of $100 per student for this class. Please make the check payable to the Office of
the State Fire Marshal, and mail it to the Office, prior to the training date.

Office of the lllinois State Fire Marshal
Arson Division — YFSIP

1035 Stevenson Drive

Springfield, IL 62703

For further information, please feel free to call me at (217) 415-7206, or email me
Simony. Weyforth@illinois.gov.

We are looking forward to seeing you in Round Lake!

Simony Weyforth
Youth Fire Setter Program Coordinator

‘_: Youth
’ Firesetter

Interventionist

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ [ 1)



Office of the State Fire Marshal December 2022

YFSIP Taylorville

Youth Firesetter Intervention Class

The Taylorville Fire Department is pleased to announce they will be hosting a
Youth Firesetter Intervention Program class for the Office of the State Fire Marshal.
Here is the training information:
Date & Time: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 & Wednesday, June 14, 2023

Tuesday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Wednesday: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm

Place: Taylorville Fire Department
202 W. Main Street
Taylorville, IL 62568

This class is limited to 25 students due to the COVID-19 distancing safety measures.

There is a fee of $100 per student for this class. Please make the check payable to the Office of
the State Fire Marshal, and mail it to the Office, prior to the training date.

Office of the lllinois State Fire Marshal
Arson Division — YFSIP

1035 Stevenson Drive

Springfield, IL 62703

For further information, please feel free to call me at (217) 415-7206, or email me
Simony. Wevyforth@illinois.gov.

We are looking forward to seeing you in Taylorville!

Simony Weyforth
Youth Fire Setter Program Coordinator

T

_ Youth

’ Firesetter
Interventionist
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Ride to Remember 9/11 Donation

Diane Hughes of Halls Harley Davidson and Ride to
Remember 9/11 Event Organizer presents OSFM
Fire Service Outreach Coordinator Lee Buxon with a
check for $S600 to the Illinois Firefighter Memorial
Foundation. The proceeds are from the Ride to
Remember 9/11 event held each year in Springfield
to mark the anniversary of the attacks and pay
tribute to those who gave their lives that day to help
others.

REMEMBER

* ok ok
e

* * Kk

* w —
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OSFM Holiday Party

The annual OSFM Holiday party brought staff together from
our Chicago office, field staff and Springfield office on
December 8t™. This was the first time in over two years we
were able to get an agency (family) photo around the holiday.
Everyone enjoyed the food, the white elephant gift exchange

provided a lot of laughs, and everyone enjoyed catching up
with folks they don’t get to see every day. Clark Griswold
even made an appearance at the party! Thanks to all who
helped plan this fun and amazing day.
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Shout Outs/Kudos

The OSFM continued the agency tradition
of adopting a family during the holiday
season. Once again, members from OSFM
contributed money and gifts to help the
family have a bright and wonderful holiday.
Not only did we meet the families wish list,
but extra money was also left over and
given to the family in the form of a gift
card. A shout out to special projects who
year-after-year organize, shop, and deliver
the gifts.

Great Job!!!!

Mark Blough (Storage Tank Safety
Specialist) receiving his retirement plaque
from Scott Johnson. Mark retired on Dec
31, 2022. Thanks for your service, Mark!

The OSFM is sad to learn about the passing of Louie Hertter receiving his gold badge from

Ken Oltman, a former Storage Tank Safety Scott Johnson. Louie was recently selected to
Specialist. The family is having a “Celebration serve as the Southern Regional Manager for the
of Life” service for him in Lakeland, FL. on Division of Petroleum and Chemical Safety.

January 21, 2023.

Cards can be set to:

Marty Oltman
307 Alice Dr. WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/

Lakeland, FL.

33815-3416
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Home
Heating
Information
Sheet for
Families

Sparky Says:
Stay Safe and Warm
This Winter

Dear Family,

It's winter! The days are shorter, the outside temperature
is lower, and in some places it's cold, icy, and snowy.

No matter where you live, winter brings a change in season
and a time to think about home-heating safety.

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has
developed the following safety tips and fun family
activity to help you stay safe this winter.

Best wishes for a warm and safe winter season!

Turn the

page for
a fun Family
Activity!

Sparky’s Home-Heating Safety Tips

Hang this checklist on your refrigerator to remember
to stay safe and warm this (and every!) winter.

Safety tips:

[ Keep anything that can
burn at leest three feet . :
from heating equipment \ et
(furnace, woodstove, o - - (3 Install smoke alarms in every
portable heater). ~ TEEEET bedroom, outside sach

[T Do not use your oven to heat your home. sleeping area, and on every

level of the home. Test

smoke alarms manthly.

(3 Have heating equipment
and chimneys inspected
and cleaned every year.

.

[T Portable space heaters should be turned off every
time you leave the room and before going to bed.

O Install and maintain carkon monoxide alarms to
avoid the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning.

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ | 2

[ Make sure your fireplace has a
sturdy screen to prevent sparks
from flying into the room.

7] Allow fireplace and woodstove
ashes to cool before disposing
in a metal container.

The name and image of Sparky are registered trademarks of NFPA.
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Kids’ Corner

|/ §44¢ N
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A Warm Family Meal

Create o fun story the whole family will love! Work together to fill in the
blanks {dont peek!). Then read the story dloud. Repeat agdin and agdin to
make d new story each time! Have fun and be as silly as you want!l
1. Your Family’s Name: 14. Plural Noun:
2. Adjective: 15. Adjective:
3. A Food: 16. Silly Adult Name:
4. A Food: 17. Same Girl’s Name:
5. Kind of Animal: 18. Exclamation:
6. Pet Name: 18. Same Boy’s Name:
7. Plural Food: 20. Adjective:
8. Silly Word: 21. An Emotion:
/ 9. Boy’s Name: 22, Animal Sound:
] 10. Silly Adult Name: 23. Pet Name:
] 11. Adjective: 24, Verb + ing:
U 12. Noun: 25. Your Family’s Name:
13. Girl's Name: 26. Adjective:
The family enjoyed a dinner of cheesy and buttery
(1. Your Family's Name) (2. Adjective) {3. A Food)
. Their pet . . begged for at their feet.
4. A Food) (5. Kind of Animal) (6. Pet Name) (7. Plural Food)
“ , It's cold in here!” said . “Let's set up the space heater.”
(8. Silly Word) (9. Boy's Name) o
“After dinner,” said . "First you have to move your o
(10. Silly Adult Name} (11. Adjective) ol
. We need to leave three feet of space around the heater.”
{12. Noun)
“Can we light a fire in the fireplace instead?” asked . “Then he won't d
(13. Giirl's Name} o
have to move hisstinky .~ ” J_J

{14. Plural Noun})

el " said . "Well, we did have the chimney cleaned ¢
{15. Adjective) (16. Silly Adult Name) g

and inspected this year. | also put a new screen in front of the fireplace.”
“Plus, we tested our smoke alarms just last week,” said . .

{17. Same Gif’s Name)
" I shouted . "The glow of the fireplace
(18. Exclamation) (19. Same Boy's Name) (20. Adjective)

always makes me :
{21. An Emotion)

< " exclaimed , around the room.
{22. Animal Sound) (23. Pet Name) {24. Verb + ing)

The laughed and enjoyed the fireplace.

{25. Your Family's Name) (26. Adjective) n

m
1

The name and image of Sparky are registered trademarks of NFPA.
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